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Advent 2015
First Sunday of Advent
November 29 ~ Promise

More information regarding Advent 
services and activities can be found in the 
2015 Advent Brochure which is available 
on the Hope Church website and in the 

Gathering Area.

11:00 am Christmas Worship Service

There will be no Early Worship, Church School, 
Adult Education, or CIW.

5:30 pm Family Worship Service
11:00 pm Candlelight Communion  

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6 ~ Dawn

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13 ~ Song

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20 ~ Rejoice

8:30 am  Early Worship
9:40 am Adult Education
11:00 am Worship
4:15 pm         Jubilate Rehearsal
5:00 pm         Advent Activities 
• Children: Crafts
• Youth: Cookie Baking
5:30 pm Advent Evensong Service
6:00 pm Soup Supper & Lighting of  
  Advent Candles

8:30 am  Early Worship
9:40 am  St. Nicholas Breakfast
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Jubilate Rehearsal

8:30 am  Early Worship
9:40 am Intergenerational Advent Class:  
  Youth & Adults
11:00 am Worship
4:00 pm Jubilate Rehearsal
4:15 pm Nativity Rehearsal

  for speaking parts only
4:15 pm Advent Organ Recital
4:45 pm Pageant Participants Arrival
5:00 pm Nativity Pageant

8:30 am  Early Worship
9:40 am There will be no Adult    
  Education or Church School
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Pizza Sunday
12:45 pm Jubilate Rehearsal
1:00 pm Congregational Caroling

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24

Christmas Sunday
Sunday, December 27
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Christmas Offering

Intergenerational Advent Class: Youth & Adults
Sunday, Dec. 13, 9:40 a.m.

Christmas Cards for our Members
Continuing an Advent 
tradition, decorated 
gift bags will be on 
the pegboards in the 
Gathering Area. They 
will be delivered by 
Hope Church carolers 
on December 20. Enrich 
your Advent season by 
sharing Christmas cards 
with these members: 

• Ruth Athey

• LeVada Bombe

• Don Buteyn

• Peg Danhof

• Helen DeWeerd

• Peggy Fitzgerald

• Betty Gordon

• Ruth Green

• Ellen Hale

• Eddie Haworth

• Betty Hildore

• Jim and Alice Hinkamp

• Winnie Hollenbach

• Eleanor Hopkins

• Elsie Howard   

• Maxine Johnson (Janice 

Chase’s mother)

• Mary Martin

• Abby Price

• Joyce and Don Proechel

• Leola Ralph

• Stan Rock

• Barbara Stockman

• Alma Thomas

• Lila Vohlken

• Ruth Vrieling

• Joyce Wangen

The deacons have decided to designate our Christmas 
Offering this year to two causes championed by Hope 
Church members.

Dan Fisher supports The Warm Hold Association in Vietnam.  
This network of volunteers has a passion for making a 
difference in the world. They are dedicated to help and 
support children with HIV/AIDS. It is said that it takes a 
village to raise a child. They become part of the village. And 
they help extend their village to a wider network of love 
and support. They work on a coordinated care approach 
that addresses both health and social needs. This is done 
either directly, or indirectly through strategic partnerships 
and through links and referrals with other service providers.

Germaine Pellebon-Smith supports La Pouponnièr, an 
orphanage in Dakar, Senagal, Africa. La Pouponnièr was 
founded by the Sisters of the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary on August 5, 1955.  The main activities in La 
Pouponnière are giving love to the baby, feeding, clothing, 
caring for and generally treating them in a way that helps 
them feel safe.  Babies come to La Pouponnière two 
different ways: they are found abandoned or they are a 
problem for their family and are surrendered. They have 
the capacity to care for 40 babies between 4 to 12 months 
old and 46 babies birth to 4 months old for a total of 86 
babies!   Babies stay at La Pouponnière for the first year of 
life.

Advent Arts: Together the youth and adults of Hope will 
explore the arts as part of our Advent preparation.  Art work 
portraying the stories surrounding the birth, childhood and 
ministry of Jesus will be viewed and explored as the visual 
arts draw us deeper into the message of the incarnation 

for the church across the centuries.  Participants will also 
respond to the art with the opportunity to write poetry, 
with various poetic forms used to spark our creativity.  All 
middle school through high school youth and adults are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend.

High Hopes Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate Fundraiser: Dec. 6 & 13
Are you looking for tasty 
and high quality gifts for 
the holidays? High Hopes 
is selling fair trade coffee 
and chocolate from Equal 
Exchange this Advent as a 

fundraiser! 

Equal Exchange’s mission is to build long-term trade 
partnerships that are economically just and environmentally 

sound, to foster mutually beneficial relationships between 
farmers and consumers and to demonstrate, through ther 
success, the contribution of worker co-operatives and Fair 
Trade to a more equitable and sustainable world.

On two Sundays, Dec. 6 and 13, you will be able to purchase 
bags of coffee for $10, and chocolate bars for $4 in the 
gathering area.

All proceeds will fund High Hopes and their mission 

For more Advent opportunities, see page 8.
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WashingtonSchoolNeighbors.com                      Facebook.com/WashingtonSchoolNeighbors

Washington School Neighbors: Churches Working Together
Andrew Spidahl, Neighborhood Connector

Early in September I was approached by some members 
of First United Methodist Church wondering about how 
we could partner to further engage the neighborhood. 
“We’re thinking of doing a fall festival,” they said, “but we’d 
rather do it in the neighborhood than in the church.” This 
was good news to me, and I suggested we see if Ebenezer, 
the Spanish Assembly of God church on 10th St., would be 
interested in partnering. They said yes, and agreed to host 
our planning meetings. When we sat down together to talk, 
Pastor Aron said, “You know, just before you called, my 
wife and I were talking and praying about what we could 
do to engage the neighborhood. And then you called.” We 

told the other neighborhood churches to see if they were 
interested, and in the end we had representatives from 
Ebenezer, Hope Church, FUMC, Third Reformed, and WSN 
joining forces to throw a neighborhood party. It was a lot of 
work leading up and on a cold, rainy Halloween Saturday 
(we had to move indoors) we were concerned that no one 
would come. But the place filled up! One of the pastors 
pulled me aside, and said, “This is great! But you know 
what, even if no one came, it was still a success just to be 
working together.” In the end it was counted a success, and 
there is now energy to do the ‘next’ thing--whatever that 
may be.

“I told Pastor Aron I liked the way this image in Ebenezer’s fellowship hall including the two signs up on the wall captures the 
spirit of the church and why churches would do a party like this - ‘Dios es Amor’ means ‘God is Love.’ We love because he first 
loved us.”

Hope Church in the Community: Homecor
Keeping you informed of the agencies Hope Church supports through the Community Ministry
Dave De Block, Community Ministry Member

Homecor joins Jubilee Ministries and 
Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity to 
address another phase in meeting 
housing needs in the Hope Church 
neighborhood.

The mission of Homecor is to 
strengthen Holland’s Central City as 
a fine, high-quality place to live, a 
place where homes and neighorhoods 
are well maintained, a place where 
families find fulfillment and security 
as they live in homes that they own.
Their target area closely follows the 
areas bounded by 8th to 24th Streets, 

Fairbanks to Ottawa Avenues.

Homecor was founded in 1997 and 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  
Homecor is funded by gifts from 
individuals, companies, and 
foundations that share their vision for 
the Central City and are eager to see 
this mission fulfilled. 

Homecor fulfills its mission by 
providing grants to homeowners who 
need financial assistance for repairs 
and renovations on their home or for a 
down payment to purchase a home in 

the Central City.

Homecor often cooperates with 
other organizations such as the City’s 
Home Repair Program and the Central 
City Enhancement Program to allow 
projects to proceed.   

Homecor also fulfills its mission to 
enhance central city neighborhoods 
by buying, renovating and selling 
homes.

For more information check out http://
www.homecor.org/.
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Hope Church Welcomes New Members
These new members were welcomed into the fellowship of Hope Church on November 15 during the 11 a.m. worship 
service. Liz Talsma and Terry DeYoung have also joined Hope Church and will be publicly welcomed in worship in the 
spring. Please take the time to welcome these individuals into the family of Hope Church. 

Kate Mears joins by transfer from Dutton United Reformed 
Church, Caledonia, MI. She lives in Grandville.  She has 
worked in a warehouse for the past 9 years.  Kate enjoys 
working with graphics on her computer, reading, and 
holding on to a passion for Doctor Who. She is sponsored 
by Loretta Smith.

Kate Mears

Karen Anderson Van Doorne joins by reaffirmation of 
faith. Karen raised her family at Christ Community Church 
years ago and has been looking for a church home ever 
since.  She is an audiologist in private practice with both 
her son, Craig and daughter in law, Sarah.  She has two 
children, Ethan  (Grand Rapids) and Craig (Holland) and 
4 grandchildren, Sophie, Emerson, Cora and Anderson. 
Hobbies include skiing, sailing, anything having to do with 
a beach, hiking and she loves working with those with 
hearing loss. Her mother, Marguerite Anderson attended 
Hope. She is sponsored by Mark Sneller.

Karen Anderson Van Doorne
 

Nate Martin joins by profession of faith. Angie Martin 
joins by reaffirmation of faith. They live in Holland with 
their cat, Henry. Nate is a Software Developer at Lean 
Logistics and Angie is a Proposal Manager at Herman 
Miller. Angie’s parents, Steve and Sue Griffore, also 
attend Hope Church. They are sponsored by Andrew & 
Kallie Spidahl.

Nate and Angie Martin

John Doyle and Marian Luttikhuizen join by reaffirmation of 
faith. They are happy to be joining Hope Church together. 
John works as an order analyst at Herman Miller Inc. He 
has three children. Marian has retired from teaching and 
has two children and three grandchildren. John and Marian 
enjoy the opera, plays, travel, and old movies. They are 
sponsored by Henry and Shari Luttikhuizen.

John Doyle and Marian 
Luttikhuizen
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Children’s Ministry
Jocelyn Van Heest, Children’s Ministry Director

Christmas Ornaments for the 
Children
Each year the younger children (pre-
school through elementary ages) are 
encouraged to take an ornament home 
with them from Hope Church.  This 
year these ornaments will be available 
from the tree in the Gathering Area.  
These ornaments may be taken from 
the tree beginning December 13th.  
Enjoy them on your tree.

Church School
The church school children will be 
participating in some special Advent 
activities during the season.  They will 
be responding to the wonderful stories 
about the coming of the Christ child. 
December 6th they will be attending 
the St. Nicholas breakfast celebration 
along with their families.
-Special schedule note: There will be 
no church school on December 20 and 
27.

Children in Worship
As we begin the Advent season the 
worship centers are changing to the 

color of waiting and preparation for 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  
The purple cloths are being displayed, 
the Advent wreaths are being lit, songs 
of waiting are being sung and we are 
listening to the stories of the prophets 
and the angels telling of the coming of 
our Lord.  Each week, the stories being 
told in each worship center are printed 
in the bulletin and we invite you to 
engage a child in conversation about 
their worship experience.  
  
Children in Worship will meet each 
Sunday in Advent.  The children 
will remain in the sanctuary on 
December 27th for the family service 
and on January 3rd all the children 
will join together for an Epiphany 
celebration.  

Children’s Offering
During the Advent season the offering 
will be used to help with the Tree of 
Light gift giving.  Each worship center 
will choose a gift request from the tree 
and share our blessings by fulfilling 
that request.  Some of the children 

have decorated the stars on the tree, 
which will be used as gift tags for all 
the presents.  

Dates for the Calendar:

November 29
4:15 pm: Jubilate Choir Rehearsal
5:00 pm: Advent Activities: Crafts

December 6 
9:40 am: St. Nicholas Breakfast
12:15 pm: Jubilate Choir Rehearsal

December 13
4:00 pm: Jubilate Choir Rehearsal
4:15 pm: Nativity Rehearsal for 
speaking parts only
4:45 pm: Pageant Participants Arrive
5:00 pm: Nativity Pageant

December 20
No church school
12:45 pm: Jubilate Choir Rehearsal

December 27 
No Church school or CIW

Kids Hope - A Diary
Tim Pennings, Kids Hope Mentor

Dear Hope Church Friends – 

Barb Joldersma  asked if I would share 
my experiences tutoring with Kids 
Hope.  It got me wishing that I kept a 

diary, so that I could remember all that 
had happened over the last year.  Then 
I realized that my email messages to 
Barb and my weekly reports might 
serve the purpose. So here, below, is 
an unvarnished glimpse into one tutor’s 
experience with his Kids Hope child.

********

10/3/14 
Hi Jill-- This is to confirm that Tim 
Pennings will be working with Zechariah 
this year.   Tim plans to come on Fridays 
from 11:20-12:00 beginning on October 
10.

Hi Tim--- Zechariah’s teacher says he is a 

happy, smiley boy who needs attention.  
He is low academically and needs help 
building confidence and learning that 
it is OK to be wrong.  Let Anne or me 
know if you have any questions.
~Barb

10/10/14
Barb -  I met Zachariah for the first time 
today - - nice guy - - we worked on 
addition and wrote all the numbers to 
200. He is all business.

10/17/14
Barb - Today as I was taking Zachariah 
back to class, he asked, “Do you come 
here for other children too?” I told 
him, “Nope - just for you - - you’re the 

Continued on Page 6
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only one.”  “Every week?”   “Yep, every 
Friday.”  “Even when I go to 2nd grade?” 
“You bet.” 

Amazing - - after just two weeks. Glad 
that you clued us in about their desire to 
be the only one. Walking out, another 
child gave me a spontaneous hug as 
well - - what a great ministry. 

10/24/14
I tried to sneak some math in by having 
him count the play dough cookies, but 
his is “onto” me. Said, “I don’t play that 
game.” When we finished, he said, “I 
can’t wait for next Friday.” 

11/14/14
Barbara, Anne - Paragraph below is 
from a family letter I just wrote. 

So today when tutoring my 1st grade 
African American boy, I said, “We’ll 
have to finish coloring the pictures yet.” 
and he immediately jumped on me, 
“Why did you say “yet” - - that word 
doesn’t belong there.  I couldn’t stop 
laughing. (We spent the whole hour 
doing homework, so I showed him how 
to take his thumb off - - he showed 
it to 4 people just in returning to his 
classroom.) 

1/21/15
What a spirit booster Zech is!  Mr. 
Energy!

1/31/15
Barb, Anne - Yesterday I interacted with 
a very different Zechariah than in the 
past and wondering if you have any 
advice. He was totally “energized” and 
out of control. I was following along 
trying to decide whether I should just 
let him dictate everything we did, or try 
to establish some control.  I basically 
just let him do what he wanted and I 
watched.

So my question: Given that we have 
such a short time together, I want that 
time to be pleasant and full of fun time, 
but now it seems I need to choose 
between that and trying to maintain 
control of him. Thoughts?

2/4/15
I bought and just got a new game to play 
with Zechariah - - called Count Down. 
You roll two dice and use either number 
or the sum to get all the numbers from 
1 to 10. For older students you add, 
subtract, multiply or divide them to get 
numbers from 1 to 10. 

3/6/15
When we finished his work he initially 
cried and wanted to go back to class 
rather than play Count Down, but then 
decided to try. We agreed that he gets 
to pick next week - - and he said he 
might pick Count Down. 

4/1/15
Barb – Nice time with Zechariah today 
- played Countdown, cars, and play 
dough. He keeps track of me - asked 
why I wasn’t there last Friday and 
noticed that I am here early this week. 
Sharp kid. 

4/15/15
Hi Barb - Here is an affirmation for 
Zechariah:
Zechariah is a boy with boundless 
energy. He bounces out of his seat when 
I come to pick him up and races down 
the hall towards the game cabinet. 
We have fun playing with Legos and 
he loves to beat me at Count Down. 
I look forward to spending time with 
Zechariah each week and will enjoy 
being his mentor again next year. 

4/17/15
I was almost overcome with emotion 
today. 150 years after Lincoln’s death, I 
am now reading about Washington DC 
with Zech - - telling him about Obama 
being in the White House. His reading 
is very much improved. Great year of 
learning for him. 

4/24/15 
Zech is a good reader. He’s excited 
about next week’s party. Said, “I get to 
see you twice in one week!”

4/27/15
Anne, Barb - Zechariah has progressed 

significantly in his reading this year and 
I find myself concerned that he does 
not regress in his reading ability over 
the summer. Do you know if there is a 
reading program that he (and others) 
have over the summer that encourages 
and helps them continue reading?  If 
not, is that anything that Kids Hope 
could be involved in? Just a thought.

5/1/15
I don’t normally “reply all” to a large list 
like this . . . but can’t resist repeating 
what I told Carol when I got home last 
evening, telling her how impressed I 
was with you all.  As I exclaimed, “The 
people who were there for those kids—
many of them week by week, all year—
are just wonderful people.”  I so admire 
you all . . .
 ~Dave 

Thanks Dave. My little guy asked me 
this morning if I would be with him 
again next year. Later he asked me 
how long it would be before we saw 
each other again - and gave me a hug 
goodbye. I had the teacher send my 
phone number home with him today 
in case it works out to get together 
occasionally this summer. There is little 
else that I do where I feel that my time 
is so well used. It’s a great program. 
Also impressive that so many of those 
good programs are started right here in 
West Michigan. 

Barb, Jill - Zechariah mentioned a couple 
times today that he is already waiting 
for next fall when we can meet together 
again.  It is fine with me if you’d like to 
give my contact information to his 
mother. If there would be opportunity 
to see Zechariah a couple times over 
the summer, I’d be happy to. 

10/6/15
Barb - Great time with Zech - - how 
much fun to see his face light up. His 
reading has improved and he reads 
with an intensity that he didn’t have last 
year. Then he picked out Count Down 
to play for 15 minutes. How satisfying. 
He asked when we are having another 
party at church!
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Living Hope Capital Campaign Reminder
Lois Maassen, Project Team Leader

While the Design Team works to finalize the facility plans as this issue of the newsletter goes to press, the Capital 
Campaign Team encourages those who have pledged to make their 2015 contributions before the end of the year. 
We look forward, together, to assuring that our facility supports our mission now and for generations to come.

This series of highlights on ministries at Hope Church is intended to be sure our members are 

aware of how things happen and their opportunities to engage with the ministry of the church. 
ministry
HIGHLIGHT

The next Ministry Highlight will feature the Community Ministry. 

Hope & Grace: College and 20/30s Ministry
Andrew Spidahl, Hope and Grace: College and 20/30s Ministry Co-chair

We are now a year and some months 
into our shared ministry with Grace 
Episcopal Church in what has had 
several different names: Young Adult 
Ministry, The Road Less Traveled, and 
now Hope & Grace: College and 20/30s 
Ministry. Through these changes, 
one impulse has remained constant 
- to provide a meaningful gathering 
around a meal. Here are some 
highlights from the past year:

Thursday Nights - We began by 
offering a home-cooked meal and a 
time of taize song and evening prayer 
from 7-9pm on Thursdays, alternating 
between Hope Church and Grace 
Episcopal Church. In hopes to be more 
accessible to Hope College students, 
we moved our prayer time over to 
Graves Hall and added communion. 
Currently, we begin with a meal at 
one of the churches, and then move 

to Graves for 
song, prayer and 
communion -- 
often followed 
by some social 
time.

W e e k e n d 
Retreats - In 
February we 
invited Randy 
Smit, Hope 
Church member, 
elder, and 

Compassionate Connection facilitator, 
to guide us in a weekend of learning 
compassionate communication. 
We stayed at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Three Rivers, and spent time praying 
with the monks as well. This fall, in 
early October, we once again went 
to Three Rivers. This time we stayed 
at an Episcopal Deacon’s retreat 
home and enjoyed meals, games, 
and conversation structured by daily 
prayer time at the Abbey.

Border Encuentro Trip - Last March 
during the college spring break, we 
took advantage of connections we 
have down in Harlingen, Texas to 
spend a week on a border encounter 
trip. We heard from local pastors on 
both the Mexico and Texas sides, 
and toured facilities designed to help 
refugees find their way. We were also 
treated to inordinate Texas hospitality 

in the form of BBQ.

Summer - Over the summer we kept 
our Thursday Nights going every other 
week with social gatherings. We had 
grill-outs, campfires, beach nights, 
and even took in a Whitecaps game.

I am grateful for the conversations 
that have been shared over the past 
year with members of this small 
community, and the way we have 
become friends. I’m also grateful for 
the support of our Steering Force and 
Hope College Faculty and Staff from 
both churches, and our pastors. 

Ways you might be involved:
• Do you like to cook? We’d love to 

provide a home-cooked meal for our 
Thursday Nights gatherings, but 
Christian and I are not always able 
to do the cooking. We’d be grateful 
for several other volunteers who 
might be able to occasionally offer 
a meal for 8-12 people.

• After March our budget will change 
due to the pastoral resident 
position finishing -- we are open to 
creative ways we can continue to 
offer this ministry. You may have 
access to a retreat cottage we could 
use, or be interested in sponsoring a 
participant on a trip, or something 
we haven’t yet thought of!
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Events and Announcements
Winter Cancellations
Be sure to check the Hope Church 
website blog and Facebook for any 
cancellations due to weather!

Circle 1 will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 
2, at 9:30 AM at Freedom Village in the 
Michigan Room. 

Circle 2 will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 
2 at 9:30 a.m. in Commons II.

Circle 4 will hold their annual Christmas 
Potluck at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 
December 9. Kathy Mulder Sheridan 
will host the event.

Coffee Time at Freedom Village
This is a caring outreach and 
fellowship opportunity for residents 
and their friends at different locations 
to meet with the pastors and other 
congregation members and staff. The 
next Coffee Time will be at Freedom 
Village on Tuesday, December 
8, 2015, at 10:30 a.m. Mark your 
calendar, and come for an hour, all are 
welcome!

Brim Brunch
The Christmas celebration for Brim 
Bunch will be held Thursday, Dec. 

10 at 6:00 pm in the Commons. The 
menu will be pork roast, rosemary 
potatoes, cheese broccoli and brown 
rice casserole, Marilyn’s cranberries 
and a Christmas dessert. Pay $8.00 
at the door and wear your Christmas 
finery. Deborah Schakel will lead us in 
music, poetry, and a Christmas story. 
The bus will run from Freedom Village 
and Warm Friend. Call Marilyn Cook if 
you have questions.

Hope Church Readers
Hope Church Readers will meet on 
Wednesday, December 16 at 1 PM 
in the Commons. In lieu of a book to 
discuss, Deborah Schakel will present:  
TEA WITH THE TAILOR:  A look at the 
literary masterpieces of Beatrix Potter, 
especially the Christmas Tale of “The 
Tailor of Gloucester”.  Come and enjoy 
a Christmas treat. Guests are welcome.

Pizza Sunday
The next Pizza Sunday is scheduled 
for December 20, which is NOT the 
last Sunday of the month! Pizza 
Sunday hosts and salad providers are 
needed for 2016; please sign up on 
the Fellowship bulletin board in the 
Gathering Area.

The church office will be open until 
noon on Thursday, December 24.

Financial Update as of 11/18/15:
Income - YTD - $482,375
Income - Budget - $542,798
Income Shortfall - $60,423

2016 Offering Envelopes
Envelopes for 2016 offerings will be 
available for pick-up in the Gathering 
Area in late December. They are 
displayed alphabetically and we 
request that you pick up envelopes for 
your entire family. If you are unable to 
be in worship and need your envelopes 
mailed, please call the church office. 
Special envelopes for the initial 
offering and for contributions to the 
Deacons Fund are enclosed, as well as 
envelopes for special holiday offerings. 
You are encouraged to use your 
envelopes as this saves time when the 
offering is counted and recorded.

At Home with the Word 2015-2016
An electronic version of the daily Bible 
readings for the coming year (Advent 
2015-Advent 2016) can be found on the 
Hope Church website. Printed copies 
are available at the Advent table in the 
gathering area.

Tree of Light
Become more involved in the lives of the community by 
selecting a tag off the tree in the Gathering Area beginning 
Nov. 29. Each tag will indicate a specific request. Purchase, 
wrap, and return the gift to Hope Church by Dec. 13.  

Gift of Hope
On Sunday, December 6, products from the Gift of Hope 
women’s program of the Haiti Foundation Against Poverty 
will be available. Sales of these products provide income 
for the women to care for themselves and their children. 
Samples of the products can be viewed at haitipoverty.
org.

Saint Nicholas Breakfast
Please join us before worship at 9:40 am on Sunday, 
December 6 to celebrate a Saint Nicholas Breakfast. 
Children will meet Saint Nicholas during worship and 

be able to visit with him during the breakfast. We will 
enjoy scrambled eggs, pig-in-a-blankets, and oranges. 
Please have children bring an extra shoe to leave for 
Saint Nicholas to fill with a treat. Please sign up in the 
gathering area by Sunday, November 29.

Advent Organ Recital
Hope Church Organist, Rhonda Edgington, will again 
play an Advent organ recital on December 13 at 4:15 pm, 
this year with music of the 20th and 21st centuries from 
France and America. There will be music by Dupre - his 
Variations on a Noel, based on a famous Noel that you 
will recognize.  This piece utilizes many different sounds 
of the organ, and ends with a brilliant toccata. Also, 
Rhonda will be performing Variations on Greensleeves, by 
contemporary American composer James Woodman, and 
selections from the O Antiphons by Nico Muhly, a 33-year 
old American composer influenced by rock/popular music.

Additional Advent Opportunities
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If you are 75+ years old and 
would like to be listed in 

the birthday column, please 
contact the church office at 

(616) 392-7947 or 
office@hopechurchrca.org

Dear Hope Church Knitters,
Your kindness is special and so are you! The warmth of your beautiful shawl (so soft and 
perfect colors!) does bring me God’s peace and healing. Thank you, my church family. 
Each time I wrap it around my shoulders or nap beneath it, I’ll feel its comfort. Thank 
you! Thank you - for your kindness, your beautiful work, and for thinking of me. 
~With Love, Abby Price

Dear Hope Church Members and Rev. Gordon Wiersma,
There are no words to express our gratitude for all that Rev. Wiersma has done in memory 
of Reverend Robert Hanna. The service that he performed was perfect, not to mention 
the kind words of encouragement. We have been most grateful for the cards, visits, and 
love shared to our family during this difficult time. 
Love and Blessings, 
~Jim and Judi Flater and Family

BIG THANKS to the Fish Club kids and Beth Jarvis for their  creative and expressive posters 
and their vibrant march up-down the aisles to bring attention to “THANKSGIVING 
TURKEYS FOR NEEDY FAMILIES “!  We loved your special artistic and fun touches! 
Especially: changing H.O.P.E to say Helping Other People EAT? AND making your 
colorful turkey say: “Eat more Beef!”

Thank Yous

20 Myra Berry
 Care Group: 1

29 Helen DeWeerd
 Care Group: 4

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

On Monday, Dec. 14, at 11:30pm, Hope 
Church is hosting the first in what may 
become either a regular event, or the 
most bizarre irregularity that Holland 
has seen in some time.

Inspired by stories from Rhonda’s 
organist colleagues who have 
successfully used non-traditional 
concert atmospheres to interest non-
traditional organ recital audiences (ie, 
young people) in organ music, and in 
collaboration with Andrew and Hope 

Church’s 20/30 group, we will have a 
“Late Night Music and Lights” event.  

This will involve contemporary organ 
music that has various influences 
from beyond classical music, some 
kind of interesting and evocative 
lighting, and a casual, non-stuffy 
concert environment where audiences 
members can feel comfortable to 
wander around, sit or lie where 
they like, or watch the organist!  It 
is taking place during Hope College 

finals week, and is being billed on 
campus as a “Study Break”, complete 
with coffee from Lemonjellos and 
fresh doughnuts from Good Time 
Doughnuts at Midnight, when the 
concert ends.  

While we don’t expect many in the 
audience from our usual Sunday 
morning crowd, any of you who are 
interested (and awake) are welcome 
to come down that evening and 
experience something a little different.  

Late Night Music and Lights: December 14
Rhonda Edgington, Associate Director of Music and Organist
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You were introduced to the Holland 
Drop in Center in October. Now I 
would like to acquaint you with the 
Lakeshore Clubhouse.

Lakeshore Clubhouse is a 
Psychological Rehabilitation Program 
for members, Ottawa County adults 
coping with symptoms of mental 
illness. Together, with peers and staff, 
they create a mutually agreeable and 
safe environment in working towards 
personal goals. The Clubhouse offers a 
supportive, respectful, and engaging 
atmosphere where members are 
encouraged to build skills, to celebrate 
accomplishments, and regain self-

confidence. They seek to walk the 
road to recovery with each other 
as they are all on the  journey 
together.

The Center also provides  classes 
for independent living and 
employment skills. It is committed 
to make sure that members have 

the same opportunities as everyone 
else to engage in  meaningful work. 
If necessary a staff member will 
accompany the member to the 
workplace until the member feels 
comfortable and capable to do the 
task by themselves.

The Club House is a place where 
members feel accepted and where 
friendships are developed. Its daily 
operation is the responsibility of  
members. Every morning members 
have the option to sign up for special 
tasks in housekeeping, kitchen, 
reception desk, administrative duties, 

etc. Also social activities are organized 
on a monthly basis for integration in 
the community.

The Department of Community 
Health provides financial support. 
To raise additional money they rely 
on private donations. A successful 5k 
Walk was held this year as a fundraiser 
and will be repeated.

Stop by the Health Ministry Table to 
check out the Lakeshore  Clubhouse  
flyer and “The Lakeshore Lantern” 
which is the monthly newsletter. 
This issue gives stories of individuals 
working in the community.

Additional information can be 
obtained by visiting the Clubhouse 
at 490 Century Lane here in Holland 
and going to www.miottawa.org/
HealthCMH/Lakeshore.

Health Ministry
Dick Noordijk, Health Ministry Member

It is with excitement and appreciation 
that I inform the Hope Church family 
of my recent achievement. I have 
completed the Foundations of Faith 
Community Nursing, receiving a 
certification from the Calvin College 
Department of Nursing- a partner 

with the Church Health Center and 
International Parish Nurse Resource 
Center. This study has equipped me 
with the knowledge and resources 
to better provide faith based nursing 
care, centered on the wholeness of 
health- body mind and soul.

Please consider allowing me to assist 
you with any needs you might have.

In His Service,
Ginger, RN, Parish Nurse

Spread Your Christmas Cheer
A Deacons’ Fund Update from the Board of Deacons
Sometimes during the Christmas 
season we are so focused on our own 
families that we may forget those 
around us who may be struggling 
during this time because of losing 
a job, a home, a loved one, or their 
physical or emotional health. Some 
of these people come to our church 
office asking for help, and the pastors 
are glad to have a certain amount of 
money available for such times. It is 
called the Deacons' Fund, and it is 
there because of your generosity.

This past year, we were able to use 
the funds to help provide counseling 
support for individuals who had 
inadequate or no insurance for this 
type of help. We also aided moves into 
more stable/better quality housing by 
helping with the costs of deposits and 
advance rent which often make such 
moves challenging for some folks. 
Then there are always those times 
when families just need a bit of a hand 
with groceries and expenses to get 
them over a slump.

The fund is replenished every two 
months by your donations--by using 
the yellow giving envelopes or simply 
writing Deacons' Fund on your check 
so we know where to apply the gift. 
Such a simple act, but with such 
profound consequences! So hunt out 
your envelope box and grab the yellow 
one dated December 6, and share 
one more gift during this gift-giving 
season, to help make a difference in 
someone's life.

Ginger Clark Completes Certification
Ginger Clark, RN, Parish Nurse
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and finally
A thank you from the Pastors, because it’s not about the Pastors!  As I write this, Pastor Jill is just reaching the end 
of her sabbatical time; and by the time you’re reading this, the congregation will be enjoying having Jill back – and I will 
too!  Jill and I try to make it very clear the deep gratitude we have for serving a congregation which grants sabbaticals 
to its pastors, and Jill will have fruits of her sabbatical season to share with us.  And part of the sabbatical gratitude I feel 
is how supportive folks are to the “other” pastor not on sabbatical, which in this case was me!  The many expressions of 
concern during this season have been a great support and encouragement to me – thank you!  But this seemed like a good 
time to make clear that although Jill and I know that we often receive more of the attention or credit or concern from the 
congregation (which is natural as we are more visible to most folks), we are also very aware that this church and ministry 
is not about us as Pastors but about all the people that God has brought together in this community called Hope Church.  
So, just so you know, here are some thank yous:

THANK YOU TO OUR STAFF: Megan Arevalo, Church Administrator holds this place together with amazing poise; Karla 
Kammeraad-Bos, Financial Administrator makes crunching numbers a ministry of care; Amy Sall, Administrative Assistant 
is a wonderful combination of hospitality and expertise; Brian Carder, Director of Music creatively enriches our worship 
far beyond the spoken word; Ric Beltran, Custodian/Set Up Manager treats this building, and all of us, with TLC; Jocelyn 
VanHeest, Children’s Ministry Director is a treasured gift to our children and to all of us; Beth Jarvis, Youth Ministry Director 
loves our youth and makes Hope Church a place they belong; Andrew Spidahl, Pastoral Resident nurtures our relationships 
and blesses our neighborhood; Rhonda Edgington, Associate Director of Music and Organist brings our spirits closer to 
God; Jim and Kathy Brownson, Early Worship Music Coordinators & Tim Cook, EW musician fill Sunday mornings with praise; 
Bruce tenHaken, Sunday Administrative Support is the master of the unexpected detail; Ginger Clark, Hope Church Nurse 
is a presence of compassion and healing; Barbara Joldersma & Anne Duinkerken, Kids Hope USA Co-Directors multiply our 
ministry to our community; Andrew Bunnell, Sound Technician helps us and all of Holland to join in worship; Alyssa Anten, 
Seminary Intern is a blessing as she delights in being a part of Hope Church; Sharon Arendshorst provided wonderful 
congregational care during Jill’s sabbatical.

THANK YOU TO OUR CONSISTORY: Our Elders and Deacons are a remarkably gifted and dedicated bunch.  They are 
a source of wisdom, passion, steadiness, faithfulness and grace that guides and cares about and blesses Hope Church.  
They love the people and place that is Hope Church and they care about the community and world we serve.

THANK YOU TO OUR MINISTRIES AND GROUPS AND VOLUNTEERS: The many, many people on our ministries do 
the big and little things, the visible tasks and the behind the scenes nitty gritty, that keep this place ticking and that take 
our ministry in new directions.  All the gifts of the Spirit are expressed through these folks, and God makes of their efforts 
a great blessing to our congregation and community.  We couldn’t do without them.

THANK YOU TO OUR ‘LIVING HOPE PROJECT’ TEAM: During this intensive time of getting the project launched, Lois 
and Ron and Sam and Paul and Kay and Charlie and Ellen and Paul and Peter and Rachelle have been remarkable in the 
time and passion and wisdom and persistence they have shared.

THANK YOU TO YOU!  I think there are all sorts of wonderful congregations – I think Hope Church is one of them.  Thank 
you for being a part of this place and for your gifts of every sort that make it a reality.  Thank you for making Hope Church 
a place of worship and service and hospitality and care. Thank you for being a part of our community. Thank you for the 
faith to want your faith to matter.

When you read this it will be Advent, but as I write it’s Thanksgiving: I’m thankful for all of you.

Peace,
Gordon
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Compassionate Connection presents a blog by Hope Church member and elder Randy Smit:

Going Places
Tending the Entries, with Randy Smit
https://cavankerrypress.wordpress.com/2015/10/12/going-places-tending-the-entries-with-randy-smit/

From Randy: “Welcome to an experiment in documentary writing.  I’ve been tending daily entries since January; 
intending to collect, edit and present them as a blog.  Every week or so, you’ll find fiction and autobiographical 
reflections, poetry and prose, a handful of missives, a smorgasbord.  Some multimedia and collaborative forms of 
expression are also emerging.  Conversations with friends like Jack Ridl and others will certainly be included.  I’m 
excited to see how the collage develops with hopes of offering “Entry” into: What it means to be Human, Where Art 
and Disability Converge, How Creativity can Lead Us to Peace, and so on.”

Compassionate Connection is a ministry directed by Randy Smit that functions under the auspices of Hope Church. 
It is a ministry of renewal offering pathways of practice to deeper empathy and creativity.

For more information, please visit: https://www.facebook.com/Compassionate-Connection-
Ministry-505409932889624/

Compassionate Connection: Randy Smit Blog


