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Fun, Fellowship, and Support of Sustainability at 
Think Hope
Community Ministry

Join us on April 21 at 5 p.m. for a 
delicious chicken dinner and the 
opportunity to bid on fabulous 
items representing the talents 
and interests of the people of 
Hope Church. Our entertainment 
will be a reprise of the engaging 
(sometimes hilarious) square 
dancing we last did in 2016! 
Proceeds from the silent auction 
will support Comprenew, a local 
nonprofit that keeps hazardous 
e-waste out of landfills, and has 
supported our battery recycling 
(and other environmental 
efforts) for years. In addition 
to their technology recycling, 
Comprenew provides training 
in and access to technology for 
underserved members of our 
community. 

Tickets will be on sale for $12 per 
person in the Gathering Area the 
first three Sundays of April (or 
stop in at the church office).

Want to donate an item for the silent auction? We’re especially looking for items that speak 
to who you are: something you can build, knit, sew; arts or crafts; services; sailing, fishing, 
or touring events; food items or meals made to order.... Let your imagination go! Items can 
be delivered to Hope Church on April 8 through April 15; perishable items can be delivered 
the day of the event. In either case, be sure to complete a Silent Auction Donation form by 
April 15 so the organizers can include your item in the auction planning.

The food is good, supporting a good cause is meaningful, and the square-dancing is fun; 
many past participants, though, have talked about the fellowship as the best gift of all from 
the evening. Join us if you can!
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Adult Education: April
Sundays, 9:40-10:40 am

April 1:  Easter  - No class.

April 8, 15, 22:  We Go Behind Bars   
Members of Hope Church will share about their ministries with the incarcerated and post-incarcerated.
• April 8:  Shakespeare Behind Bars  - Curt Tofteland and Michelle Bombe will tell about this program which offers 

theatrical encounters with personal and social issues to incarcerated and post-incarcerated adults and juveniles, 
allowing them to develop life skills that will ensure their successful reintegration into society. Within the circle-of-
trust Shakespeare Behind Bars seeks to transform inmate offenders from who they were when they committed their 
crimes, to who they are in the present moment, to who they wish to become. Curt was the founder of Shakespeare 
Behind Bars over 20 years ago. For 13 years he facilitated the program at Luther Luckett Correctional Complex in 
LaGrange, KY. In 2012 he launched the first Michigan co-gender juvenile SBB in the Ottawa County Juvenile Detention 
Center.

• April 15:  Freedom Writers  - Laurie Baron began a writing circle of women at the Allegan County Correctional Center 
about a year and half ago. It structures a safe environment for writers to learn together and can hold a bit of comfort 
or healing. Writing their stories helps them make meaning of their lives and take back their power to move forward. 
Laurie has been facilitating creative writing groups for a number of years recognizing that creative work is a basic 
human activity that includes but goes well beyond the learning of craft.

• April 22:  Alternatives to Incarceration  - John Koch will discuss the new alternatives to incarceration, specifically 
treatment courts that emphasize treatment for substance abuse and/or sobriety courts opposed to incarceration.  
Treatment and reintegration into society provides a benefit not only to the offender, but to the community at large. 
John is a Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator with the Veteran’s Administration. He works as a liaison between the 
criminal justice system and the medical/mental health systems of the VA system.

April 29, May 6, & 13: For God So Loved the World
This three-session class is guided by the belief that the natural world and spiritual experience are intimately related.  The 
sessions will explore our history and connections to the natural world, express some spiritual reflections and suggest 
practical implications. 
• April 29: Faith Journey - Peter Boogaart. Peter Boogaart was the Caring for Creation Coordinator at Hope Church 

from 2002-2014 and a leader in the West Michigan Creation Care team.  Peter has extensive background in residential 
energy efficiency and recently retired from the City of Holland as Residential Energy Advisor. The Caring for Creation 
Ministry has a history at Hope Church which reaches back to 2002.  This session will review some of that history and 
reflect on the process of spiritual formation and learning that has occurred.  The session will present Creation Care as 
being more than an activity or duty, but rather an integral expression of Christian life. 

Children’s Ministry 
Jocelyn Van Heest, Children’s Ministry Director
Family Time Together
On Friday, April 13 from 5:30 – 8:00pm, you are invited to come for an evening of game playing with other families.  Bring 
your favorite games to share or try a new game.  Adults may like to play some games together too.  Play together, talk 
together, eat together and get to know the other families better.  A light dinner and snacks will be provided whenever you 
arrive, so come and spend some time with us when you are able. Come enjoy a fun filled evening. Sign up in the Gathering 
Area or by calling the church office.

Peace Camp – June 18-22
Last summer, those who attended Peace Camp had a great experience.  The adults who volunteered and the children 
who attended learned practices to help encourage peace and were introduced to many different ways to make peace 
in our own selves, homes, and in our part of the world.  If you would like to be a part of this amazing experience, please 
contact Jocelyn Van Heest.  There are so many ways you can help to encourage these young children in making a peaceful 
future.  Families will be sent information about the camp and how your children can participate.  Through many methods 
including art, music, movement, discussion and listening they will get excited about making peace and not breaking 
peace with others.   
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Tulip Time is on it's way, and so is more 
Dutch organ music!

Some of you may remember that last 
year, for the first time, Hope Church 
hosted a Tulip Time organ concert, 
featuring Rhonda Edgington playing 
Dutch organ music from the Baroque 
to modern.  This was such a hit, with 
both the audience and the Tulip Time 
organizers, that we will again be putting 
together this event (the second annual, 
perhaps?)  

The concert will take place the first 
weekend of Tulip Time, on Sunday 
evening, May 6 at 7pm.  Rhonda will be 
playing music by one of the best-known 
of Dutch composers, Jan Pieterszoon 
Sweelinck, from the 17th century, Jan 
van Eycken from the 19th century, 
and a few modern Dutch composers, 
including Ad Wammes (from last year's 
concert, you may remember, a classical 
composer, erstwhile composer of music 
for Sesame Street, and the performer in 
a Dutch symphonic rock group, Finch) 
and Bert Matter.   Tickets are for sale 

from the Tulip Time folks, at their office, 
or on the website, for $15.  

As with last year, if you are interested in 
attending and don't wish to pay the fee 
(because you're so... Dutch), Rhonda is 
looking for ushers to help out before 
the event, taking tickets and passing 
out programs.  You'll be done in time 
to hear the entire concert, and will also 
have Rhonda's gratitude.

Contact Rhonda to be put on her list of 
ushers.

Tulip Time Organ Concert: May 6
Rhonda Edgington, Associate Director of Music & Organist

Kids Hope
Vicki Rumpsa, Kids Hope USA Director
I don’t know if you have noticed the Kids Hope Bulletin Board around the corner from the Welcome Center but if you have 
you would have noticed it is full of kites.  Each kite has one of our Kids Hope students’ name on it and there is also a Thank 
You to our mentors who “help them soar”.  March has always made me think of kites as it is usually a windy month and we are 
so anxious to get outside that kite flying is one activity that March is perfect for.  I not only carried this theme to the bulletin 
board here at church but also to my refrigerator at home which has articles and pictures on it held up by kite magnets.  Yes, 
this is a monthly thing I do and believe it or not whenever I have guests over they are inevitably in the kitchen and reading 
whatever I have put up there.  One of the items I attach every March is something by Erma Bombeck that my Mom wrote 
out on a piece of paper  years ago with her aging handwriting and sent to me.  If I remember right, she sent it to me when my 
oldest son Scott was heading off to college.  You’ll see why the timing was perfect.  Here it is:

Doing Your Job
I see children as kites, you spend a life time trying to get them 
off the ground.  You run with them until you are both breathless…
they crash…you add a longer tail.  You patch and comfort, 
adjust and teach - and also assure them that some day 
they will fly.

Finally they are airborne but they need more string and you 
keep letting it out.  With each twist of the ball of twine 
the kite becomes more distant.  You know it won’t be too 
long before the beautiful creature will snap the lifeline that 
bound you together and soar free and alone. 

Only then you know, you did your job well.

So what does this have to do with Kids Hope?  Well. I believe that there is someone else helping hold that string when it comes 
to our Kids Hope kids.  All of the kids that are in our program need more help than just a parent or teacher can give. So it is  
our mentors who run along side of them and encourage them with ‘you can do it!”  Sometimes their student has some trouble 
going on in their family or an absent parent and their schoolwork suffers so our mentors are there to help them through their 
“crash” and give them comfort.  Often times our mentors have to adjust what they do for the mentoring hour when their child 
just wants to talk and needs a friend.  Our mentors are also like teachers when they help with homework, read them books 
and teach them new games. Sometimes our mentors see positive results but even if the going is slow I believe that when the 
child is an adult they will look back at all who helped them “soar” and their Kids Hope Mentor will be one of the persons they 
remember being there for them when they needed help ‘getting off the ground”.

So check out those kites on the bulletin board and send a prayer their way.  Every bit of lift helps!
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Witness to Reconciliation: Finding Strength in the Face of Adversity
Karen Van Doorne, Hope Church member
There is a bit of backstory I need to 
share with you before I can get to the 
experience I had and how it would 
weave into my life and my faith from 
that day on.

Lazlo Tokes was a Romanian born 
Hungarian Reformed Church Pastor who 
was said to be the spark that began the 
revolution in Romania that overthrew 
Ceausescu, the communist dictator of 
Romania  in 1989. He was persecuted 
for his requests for Hungarian Bibles, 
songbooks and Christian literature 
for his young parishioners which was 
considered dissent to the communist 
dictator. He remained supportive of the 
people and he and his family suffered.  
He nonetheless stood up to injustice 
and became a friend of "the people" in 
Romania. His father, also a Hungarian 
Reformed pastor, said " Protest" in the 
name Protestant!

Because of his dissonance with 
Ceausescu and his favor with the 
people, he was considered a threat to 
the communist regime and became 
a wanted man. Before his arrest he 
fled to his church to avoid the police. 
He experienced a life changing event 
in that he witnessed, in an ethnic and 
religious diverse country, not only 
his parishioners but those of other 
ethnicities and faiths, forming a human 
shield around the church to try to 
protect him and his family from capture.

His experience lead him to understand 
this: seeing diverse faiths and people of 
different ethnic background defending 

him, he had to work for reconciliation 
between the different faiths and ethnic 
boundaries.

He and his 8 month pregnant wife were 
taken under house arrest by the police 
to a tiny village called Mineu in the 
outback of the Carpathian Mountains.  
There they were kept under armed 
surveillance 24 hours a day. The women 
of that small congregation supported 
Tokes and his wife by bringing them 
food each day, but knowing that passing 
by the armed guards could trigger their 
death at any time.  

And here begins my story, my 
connection. Right after the overthrow 
of Ceausescu a group of 4 of us from 
our church met Lazlo Tokes in Romania 
at what we later found out was the first 
ordination dinner of Reformed pastors 
since the fall of the communist regime 
and the  death of its leader. He sat 
across the table from me. Reverend 
Tokes and his wife....(That dinner was 
also an interesting story but I only have 
5 minutes)!

After that dinner we traveled long and 
dusty roads to the village of Mineu, 
where he was held under house 
arrest. We attended a church service 
there, women on one side, men on 
the other. (I wanted to sit with the 
women but gracefully and skillfully 
our guide shuffled me to my seat with 
my group as that would be considered 
disrespectful.)

After church we greeted the 

congregation. A woman pulled me aside 
after everyone had gone.  Through the 
interpreter she told me that she had 
made a linen for her husband for their 
wedding day now long past.  He was 
one of the men that left his village to 
move into the high rises Ceausescu 
built in the cities and was not coming 
back. She gave me this linen, made by 
her hands, to bring to the women of my 
congregation with these words:

"I give you my linen to take to the 
women of your congregation as a 
reminder to be strong in the face of 
adversity, to speak truth to power and 
to be faithful to God, and as a symbol of 
support from the women of Mineu  to 
us in our efforts to bear witness to the 
love of God especially in difficult times."

I share this story of the change in 
heart of  Rev. Lazlo Tokes seeing  love 
transcend ethnic boundaries, but also 
how the women of a tiny village of 
Mineu helped me to understand how 
to graciously receive love from others 
and powerfully accept the peace given 
through Christ. I witnessed strength in 
their faith and acts that can only come 
from the grace of God.

Those lessons I learned have never 
left me. The way of Jesus that lives 
in all of us is not easy, and could be 
uncomfortable, even dangerous but 
that.. I believe..is what we are called to 
do. To find the peace in each other that 
connects us. To pursue that bit of peace 
that comes from Him and allow it to be 
evident in all my human efforts. 

Youth Ministry: Parenting Class 
Beth Carroll, Assistant Pastor of Discipleship
“How can I best love and care for my 
teen facing a mental health challenge?” 
If you are a parent asking this question, 
you are far from alone. This spring, 
Pastor Beth and Hope Church Nurse 
Ginger Clark will be facilitating a three-
week series allowing parents to engage 
mental health care experts in learning 

to recognize the symptoms of a mental 
health challenge and offering care. 
Meet us on Sundays at 9:40 on April 22, 
29, and May 6 (room announcement 
forthcoming) to share best practice 
information with each other and to 
learn from licensed therapists, ways we 
can offer love and support. Speakers will 

include Rev. Izzy Rhodes , M.Div, MSW, 
who specializes in childhood trauma 
and Ann McKnight Clinical Social Work/
Therapist, LMSW, ACSW who will speak 
on brain function, anxiety, trauma, and 
obsessive thinking. Check your bulletin 
for more details coming soon.
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Lifted Up from the Earth - Lent at Early Worship
Judith Boogaart, Early Worship Ministry Member 

We gathered--and greeted. We sang--and remembered. We listened--and heard. We looked--and saw. 
We thought--and wrote. We moved--and used our hands. We processed--and shared. We surrounded the 
table--and celebrated the Supper of our Lord. Through it all, we focused on the history, literature, and 
music of people such as Maya Angelou, Howard Thurman, John Coltrane and others who have helped us 
to understand the black experience in America.

During these weeks of Lent, participants at Early Worship also collaborated on a piece of 
artwork by writing down words or phrases from the day’s readings on segments of paper 
and applying them to a canvas. Colors changed each week from the darkness of the earth 
to the light of the sun to the pinks and blues of the sky, and our thoughts ranged with them 
from sorrow, to conviction, to inspiration, to love and celebration. 

Here is the finished piece and two detailed segments. We invite you take a closer look at it 
while it is on display in the gathering area.

As we move into the season of Easter, we want to extend that idea of having worshipers contribute to the Early Worship 
environment in the chapel. On Easter Sunday we will begin with our tradition of fastening daffodils to the cross to 
celebrate those we miss who have gone to be with our resurrected Lord. In the following weeks, you are invited to bring 
in items you have found or created that symbolize rebirth and new life. As we gather for worship in the chapel at 8:30 AM 
each Sunday, you can display these offerings in the various vases and containers available. 

We will celebrate Earth Sunday on April 22nd, and the last Early Worship service before summer break will be a celebration 
of Pentecost on May 20th. 

We are in need of 18 volunteers to help staff the Hope Church parking lot on three different days during Tulip Time, on 
which we will be collecting a $5 fee for parking. Proceeds will benefit the Living Hope Capital Campaign, as we work to 
eliminate any mortgage on our completed renovation. There will be a sign up sheet in the gathering area starting in mid-
April. Please sign up if you are able to help out during one of time slots listed on the sign-up sheet on May 5, 9 or 10.

Tulip Time - Parking Lot Volunteers Needed
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Ministry Highlight: Reconciliation Ministry
John Koch, Reconciliation Ministry chair
The reconciliation ministry’s focus 
comes from our understanding of 
scripture in action; specifically, God’s 
intent for the church to share in God’s 
ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18).  
Our mission is to support and enhance 
those that would seek to follow Christ’s 
example of tearing down the dividing 
wall of hostility separating us from 
others (Eph. 2:14).

The most visible example of the 
reconciliation ministry’s mission in 
the congregation is the Season of 
Reconciliation. The keystone aspect 
of the season is the adult education 
series built upon the prevailing theme 
of each year.  This season was centered 
on a theme of breaking down our 
mental barriers about many things: 
spirituality, sexuality and gender, race 
and how we engage in conflict. The 
ministry also hosts a book study each 
year to bring these discussions into 

a different medium than traditional 
church and church study.  Year after 
year, one of the most powerful and 
memorable offerings is the Witness 
to Reconciliation, in which, members 
of the congregation volunteer their 
own stories of reconciliation for the 
digestion of the entire body.  These 
stories year after year are moving 
and valuable for the deliverer and the 
audience.

Another area sponsored by the ministry 
is the work of Restorative Circles. 
Trainings have been provided for a great 
many people both in the congregation 
but also community members and 
beyond. This work continues the 
mission of reconciliation by recognizing 
connection through dialogue. The 
reconciliation ministry also supports 
Lakeshore Ethnic Diversity Alliance’s 
Summit on Race and Inclusion, the 
Holland Pride festival, “Shakespeare 

Behind Bars,” Lighthouse Immigrant 
Advocates, scholarships for youth to 
attend events that further the mission 
of reconciliation, and other valuable 
efforts toward reconciliation.

This year presents opportunities for the 
ministry and the church to partner with 
other congregations for the mission of 
reconciliation.  This is an exciting time 
as the call for reconciliation has been 
working in individual congregations for 
years, but now there is an intentional 
effort to work collaboratively in trust 
and support.

The members of the Reconciliation 
Ministry are: Tom Arendshorst, Laurie 
Baron, Josh Beard, Jane Dickie, John 
Koch, Paul Smith, and Lise Topp.  
We welcome suggestions from 
the congregation for new areas of 
exploration to extend God’s reconciling 
love.

Reconciliation Ministry Presents: 
Being Equitable Allies in a Racialized Context
Public Lecture and Training Opportunity 
With Award Winning Author and Social 
Justice Activist, Paul Kivel

Public Lecture: Thurs., April 12, 7pm
Location: Holland East School, 323 E. 
24th Street, Holland, MI 49423
Cost: Free

Training Event: Fri., April 13, 
9am-3pm
Location: Hope Church, 77 W. 11th 
Street, Holland, MI 49423
Cost: $35 (Lunch and snacks provided)
Registration: equitable-allies-training.
eventbrite.com

The city of Holland prides itself on being 
a warm and welcoming community 
that boldly makes the claim on its 
website: “Everyone’s Welcome. From 
Dutch to Diverse: over the decades, the 
community originally settled by Dutch 
immigrants has become a community 
settled by people from all over the 
world.” As we aspire to live into this 

vision, Paul Kivel will invite us to 
explore our attitudes and assumptions 
that may create barriers to the full 
flourishing of people of color in our 
community.  In his public lecture, Kivel 
will illumine the way that the history 
of Christian traditions and institutions 
often create these barriers and 
attitudes.  In the all-day training, Kivel 
will equip allies to recognize, resist, and 
dismantle the unintentional barriers 
to racial equity in our community. This 
training will introduce people to the 
concept of providing “pycho-social 
accompaniment” for people of color 
who are working to recover their full 
agency and autonomy in a society that 
has systematically silenced, erased, 
and disempowered them.

Biography: Paul Kivel, social justice 
educator, activist, and writer, has 
been an innovative leader in violence 
prevention for more than 45 years. He 
is an accomplished trainer and speaker 
on men’s issues, racism and diversity, 

challenges of youth, teen dating 
and family violence, raising boys to 
manhood, and the impact of class and 
power on daily life. Paul has developed 
highly effective participatory and 
interactive methodologies for training 
youth and adults in a variety of 
settings. His work gives people the 
understanding to become involved 
in social justice work and the tools 
to become more effective allies in 
community struggles to end oppression 
and injustice and to transform 
organizations and institutions.

Kivel is the author of numerous books 
and curricula, including Uprooting 
Racism: How White People Can Work 
for Racial Justice, which won the 1996 
Gustavas Myers Award for best book on 
human rights, Men’s Work, Making the 
Peace, Helping Teens Stop Violence, 
Boys Will Be Men, I Can Make My World 
a Safer Place, and most recently, You 
Call This a Democracy?: Who Benefits, 
Who Pays, and Who Really Decides.
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Poetry Corner
hosted by Randy Smit and Rhonda Edgington

The Empty Horseshoe
by Audrianne Hill

- they say if you nail a horseshoe upside down the luck runs 
out

When I was younger I knew
who my father was
but he wanted to be John Wayne
in the westerns
with his holster hung on his right hip
and a Remington in his left hand,
creases like the Rio Grande running
along his eyes from squinting
at the noonday sun.
When I was five he moved us
from the suburbs farther into the country.
There was no one for miles.
With a little luck he’d have his ranch,
mom, in Maureen O’Hara fashion,
the local schoolmarm.
We bought horses, raised cattle, had a pig
or two, nineteen dogs.
I didn’t see my father much.
I thought he was on a hill
sitting upon a horse beneath a Mesquite
tree like John McClintock surveying
his domain or out on the Chisholm trail
leading a cattle drive.
That’s where he wanted to be.
That’s where he longed to be.
But he was working two jobs -
2:30 in the morning until 6:30,
then 7:00 until 3:00 in the afternoon
trying to make the dream a reality
but too tired to walk to the barn
when he got home.
He needed extra hours in the day
and a couple more dollars in his pocket.
My father never became like John Wayne.
His boots scuff through empty barns
while at his heels tags a borrowed dog.
My father is just my dad.
Disappointment sits in the saddle. No one
rides by his side and he watches
as they ride off into the sunset.

02/21/01

There have been many poets whose words on the page 
have left a mark on my soul. Billy Collins, Jack Ridl, Galway 
Kinnell, Jane Kenyon, Linda Pastan, Lucille Clifton...where 
do I stop? But the one who never fails to speak to me is 
Mary Oliver. One Saturday night while listening to A Prairie 
Home Companion, Garrison Keillor read her poem, “Wild 
Geese” and later in the evening, “The Journey.” And for 
a woman who recently ended her engagement, a month 
before her wedding, Oliver validated my decision to claim 
my life.

The poem, “The Empty Horseshoe”, was written for a 
grad class in 2001. It’s a confessional poem of sorts. My 
father did want a life like John Wayne’s characters in the 
westerns. Seriously. He had grand dreams. And to me, the 
dream is the first step. 

The Summer Day
by Audrianne Hill

Who made the world?
Who made the swan, and the black bear?
Who made the grasshopper?
This grasshopper, I mean -
The one who has flung herself out of the grass,
The one who is eating sugar out of my hand,
Who is moving her jaws back and forth
      instead of up and down-
Who is gazing around with her enormous 
      and complicated eyes.
Now she lifts up her pale forearms and
      throughly washes her face.
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats
       away.
I don’t know exactly what prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to 
       fall down
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll 
         the fields,
which is what I have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should I have done?
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?

This month we are happy to feature Audrianne Hill as she reflects upon the strength and beauty of her Father’s dreams.  
And what a joy to discover how spacious this little corner can be!  Thank you Audrianne, teacher of prayer, for how YOU 
pay attention and help us do the same.  (RS)
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Events and Announcements
Easter Sunday, April 1
• 8:30 a.m. Early Worship Service
• 9:40 a.m. Easter Brunch ~ please 

bring a breakfast item to share!
• 11:00 a.m. Worship Service: 

Celebrate the Risen Lord! Pastor 
Jill Russell, preaching, and Pastor 
Gordon Wiersma, liturgist; 
with choirs and brass under the 
direction of Brian Carder. Church 
School will not be held.

Church Office Closed: April 2
The Church office will be closed 
Monday, April 2 as an Easter Holiday.

Women’s Circle Meetings
Circle 1 will meet April 4, 9:30 A. M. at 
Freedom Village.
Circle 2 will meet on Wed. April 4 at 
9:30 A.M. in Commons II.
Circle 4 will meet on Wednesday, April 
11. Jane Schuyler will host the meeting 
in her home and Judi Boogaart will 
lead the lesson.

Spring Garden-Clean Up
Gardeners!  A clean-up extravaganza 
is planned for Saturday, April 7 from 
9:00 am til noon!  Plan to come for an 
hour or half a day – there will be plenty 
to do and people to tell you what to 
do!  Bring your own equipment and 
gardening gloves.  

Coffee Time at Resthaven 40th St
This is a caring outreach and 
fellowship opportunity for residents 
and their friends at different locations 
to meet with the pastors and other 
congregation members and staff. The 
next Coffee Time will be at Resthaven 
40th St. on Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at 
10:30 a.m. Mark your calendar, and 
come for an hour, all are welcome!

Hope Church Readers 
Hope Church Readers will meet on 
Wednesday, April 18 at 1:00pm in 
Commons 2. Linda McFadden will lead 
our discussion of the book, Anything 
is Possible by Elizabeth Strout.  New 
members are always welcome! If you 
would like more info, contact Lauren 

Heyboer.

Brim Bunch
The date for Brim Bunch is April 
19th at 6:00 p.m.  Note the change 
of date.  The menu for the dinner is 
ham, potato salad, Chinese green 
beans, orange/pineapple/cottage 
cheese salad, rolls and strawberry 
dessert. Hope Church’s nurse, Ginger 
Clark will present a program entitled 
“Ways to Step Up Your Self-Care as 
You Age.”  She will suggest things to 
do for a healthier mind and body.  The 
Freedom Village bus will pick up at 
5:30 pm.  Reservations are requested.

Congregational Meeting
Nominations for a new class of 
consistory members are in. A brief 
congregational meeting to elect 
officers will be held after worship in 
the sanctuary on April 22.

April Pizza Sunday
Pizza Sunday is scheduled for April 29.

Hope Church Art Committee
This new committee of Worship, 
Prayer, and Spirituality Ministry is 
actively seeking members. Tasks of the 
Art Committee will include developing 
policy regarding art installations 
within the facility; decisions regarding 
bequests and donations of art; caring 
for our current collection; putting 
up and taking down seasonal and 
liturgical art; and other tasks and 
responsibilities regarding artistic 
expression within Hope Church. The 
steering group for this committee 
includes Kyle Vohlken, Kari Miller 
Fenwood, and Lois Maassen, who are 
happy to answer questions about the 
committee. If interested in being part 
of this group, please contact the Hope 
Church Office. There will also be a brief  
information meeting after worship in 
the Youth Room on April 15 for those 
interested in or curious about the new 
Hope Church Art Committee. This is 
a time to ask questions and to hear 
about what the committee’s likely 
responsibilities will be. Please join us!

2018 Crop Walk
The 2018 Holland Zeeland Area Crop 
Walk will occur on Sunday, April 29. 
This walk, a program of Church World 
Service,  provides hunger relief on 
both a local and international scale. 
Your participation as either or both 
a walker and a sponsor/donor is 
encouraged, although we will not be 
doing a distribution and collection of 
the envelopes within Hope Church 
as in previous years. Please visit 
crophungerwalk.org/hollandmi for 
information and to sign up to walk 
and/or sponsor other walkers.

Summit on Race & Inclusion
Registration is open for the May 15, 
2018, Summit on Race and Inclusion, 
“Advancing Equity.” The event will 
be held from 8:15 am to 3:30 pm at 
Hope College. Registration fee is $75. 
To register for the Summit online, 
please visit www.ethnicdiversity.org 
or email office@ethnicdiversity.org. 
Because Hope Church is a sponsor of 
this event, there are 2 free scholarship 
codes available. Please contact the 
office if you would like to use one.

Hope College Research Study
The psychology department at Hope 
College is recruiting participants to 
take part in a research study. We are 
studying local community members’ 
attitudes about certain socio-political 
issues, how we talk to one another 
about these issues, and how our 
personalities influence these different 
beliefs and behaviors. In the first part 
of the study, you will complete an 
online 30 minute questionnaire. In 
the second part, we will schedule 45-
60 minutes for you and a few other 
participants to meet in our lab space 
at Hope College for a focus group to 
talk about one of these issues. Those 
who participate will be compensated 
$20 for approximately 1.5 hours of 
their time. Anyone over 18 who is 
interested in participating or learning 
more are encouraged to contact the 
research team at: iHHopeCollege@
gmail.com.
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If you are 75+ years old and would 
like to be listed in the birthday 

column, please contact the church 
office at (616) 392-7947 or 

office@hopechurchrca.org

03 Char Laman

09 Gerard VanHeest

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

WashingtonSchoolNeighbors.com                      Facebook.com/WashingtonSchoolNeighbors

Washington School Neighbors: 
Introduction & Community Engagement
Kyle Boer, Washington School Neighbors Intern
Hello everyone! My name is Kyle 
Boer and I may have run into you at 
Washington School Neighborhood 
events or at Hope Church. I hope I 
have been able to be blessing to you, 
as many of you have been a blessing to 
me. I am currently a student at Western 
Theological Seminary in the Dual-
Track program. This is a program that 
results not only in a Master’s in Divinity 
degree, but also in a Master’s in Social 
Work degree. I hope to someday blend 
community engagement, psychology 
and theology in a way to further our 
Lord’s will on this planet by helping 
people to discover what other people 
have to offer to God’s kingdom. This 
may be by encouraging people to 
explore outside of their comfort zone, 
by self-discovery of our own internal 
selves and of what God is up to in an 
ever-changing world.

One of the projects I have been 
working on with Washington School 
Neighbors, alongside our board 
member Mark Edgington, is an Asset 
Library. What in the world is that? 
It is a library consisting not only of 
material goods but also of who we are, 
including hobbies and interests that 
can be used to engage with others, or 
trade skills (like carpentry, plumbing, 

painting or electrical to name a few). 
Mark has applied his skills in creating 
an online environment where those 
of us in the neighborhood can post 
and offer these trade skills, hobbies, 
or equipment to benefit each other. 
There is no reason to go to Menards 
to buy a new wheelbarrow when a 
neighbor may be willing to graciously 
offer their wheelbarrow, and maybe 
even their time, to help with a task. 
We are hoping that the Asset Library 
will foster an environment where 
neighbors engage with one another in 
whatever capacity they are capable or 
willing to provide.

The initial version of the Asset Library 
is coming soon, as we tie up some 
loose ends to make this an easy, and 
enjoyable experience.  Upon its initial 
release, we hope to gather feedback 
about how the experience can be 
improved.  The sign-up process will 
be quick and easy, accessible from 
the Washington School Neighbors 
website.

The idea of an asset library isn’t 
entirely new:  you have probably seen 
something like this in the form of 
small community-built take-a-book-
leave-a-book sheds, or with different 

Facebook groups where people make 
requests and hope for a response.  As 
mentioned above, we want to take 
this a step further by allowing people 
to offer their time and skills in addition 
to their material possessions.  The 
website will make it easy to see all that 
is available at a glance, and similar to 
Facebook, we will include a way to 
request something that may not be 
listed.

Feel free to let your imagination run 
with ideas about how the library can 
be used, whether it be for something 
larger like a wheelbarrow, or 
something small like a video game. 
This is for the community and we hope 
it will be a reflection of the community 
by hearing from all who choose 
to participate. This can be critical 
analysis of the website in all areas, 
whether it be something like a website 
feature, the interface or technical/
programming changes. We will do our 
part to help meet you there to make 
this experience for you and by you. 

Thank you for your support of and 
involvement in WSN, and blessings to 
all of you.
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Congregational Care & Health Ministry: A Life of Prayer
Sharon Arendshorst, Congregational Care & Health Ministry Chair
Jesus modeled for us a life of prayer 
as he participated in worship, as he 
withdrew to a solitary place for prayer, 
as he prayed with and for others for 
healing, as he prayed for his disciples 
and taught them to pray, and as he 
cried out to God for the world and 
for himself.  Paul, in his letter to the 
Thessalonians, calls us to pray without 
ceasing. And so, we, too, are called to 
lives of prayer.

How do we live into this invitation 

to a life of prayer?  In addition to 
our current prayer practices, we can 
add loving prayers for the concerns 
within and beyond the community of 
Hope Church.  There are several ways 
to do this.  First, pray for the people 
and concerns listed in the weekly 
worship bulletin.  Second, we invite 
you to call or email the office and to 
ask to have your name added to the 
Prayer Link.  Our pastors use Prayer 
Link to send email notifications about 
prayer concerns to those who have 

requested to receive them.  Third, if 
you or someone you know are in need 
of prayers, please inform the pastors.  
Only with your permission will those 
concerns be shared through Prayer 
Link and in the bulletin.  If you prefer 
that your concern remain private, the 
pastors will respect your wish.

May we continue to grow in love for 
one another through our prayers as 
well as through our loving actions.

Congregational Care & Health Ministry: Adult Education Spotlight
Earl Laman, Hope Church member
I was asked to spotlight what I 
addressed in the two recent sessions 
of our annual Christian Education 
series, entitled: Well-Being: “I AM a 
Living Being!”

Long ago a fugitive Moses found 
himself in the isolated desert tending 
sheep. However, an apparent burning 
bush overwhelmed his consciousness 
with the apprehension of Divine Being-
Presence. It came with the breathy 
identification, “Yah-weh”- meaning 
“I AM the One who Is!” (Too simply 
translated just ”Lord” in English.)

(As Frederick Buechner put it: “In 
revealing a name, the Divine One 
hasn’t had a moment’s peace since!”)

Our first breaths lift us off into a lifelong 
trajectory from total dependency to 
hopefully individual Self-being. We 
are power-packed to “Become “ and  
to “Belong”.

Hopefully! If nourished and stimulated 
through all our needs and possibilities 
by other ‘living beings”, we can make 
our way through all the realities and 
mysteries of being alive to the ‘I AM’- 
“in whom we live and move and have 
our being.”

Not a simple recipe! For those we 
depend on are still “becoming” and 

“striving to belong” themselves! -  
subject and prone to all kinds of lacks, 
deviations, self-delusions, ego surges, 
falseness, superstitions, dogmatism, 
possessiveness- and more!  

Also, the world around us seethes 
with injustice, impersonalness, false 
love, manipulation, power plays, 
addictions, endless distractions, 
crudity and cruelty. Etc!

And yet! Our Faith claims revealed 
truth for our lostness. Light for our 
darkness. Promise for our yearnings 
and hopes. Our redemptive hope lies 
in the dynamics of the “I AM.”

Dynamics? A dynamic is “An energy 
or force that brings change.” (As in 
physics, but not set laws.) Our Faith 
words are so much more than words, 
indications, attitudes, demands or 
“shoulds”- but are dynamics that 
are working, operating within and 
between us!- and the I AM!

This became more real in early 
dealing with myself, even more so 
with people as a pastor, and then 
constantly and dramatically so in 
working involvement with hurting, 
empty, struggling, chained-up, 
damaged, fearful, burdened and 
powerless people as a privileged 
psychotherapist.

In our two sessions I shared experiences 
of real folks, from their various forms 
of lostness and caughtness, through 
their ‘know the truth- it will set you 
free- even if at first it makes you 
miserable” processes.

The dynamics of the I AM are real! 
Starting with the key dynamic: “God is 
Love!” Then all of its manifestations: 
compassion, mercy, acceptance, 
sensitivity, kindness, empathy, loving 
action, seeking justice, bearing 
burdens, enduring, embracing, 
empowering, revering, sexual sharing, 
laughing, uplifting, recognizing, 
touching, integrity, firmness, humility, 
human warmth... and more!

My hopes? That we may have: 
Clearer vision of “who” lives behind 
black/white judgments, behaviors, 
and needfulness of other people; 
Gratitude for all that customized our 
“inner selves” in “becoming” who 
we are; Greater awareness of the “I 
AM” oriented dynamics in our own 
“being”; Deeper desire to live from 
our inner selves in our daily living and 
relationships. 

P.S. Irenaeus, 200 AD: “The glory of 
God is a person fully alive!”
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and finally

April 1
Sunday  Easter Sunday

April 2-8
Monday  Acts 4:32-35
Tuesday  Psalm 133
Wednesday  1 John 1:1-4
Thursday  1 John 1:5–2:2
Friday  John 20:19-23
Saturday  John 20:24-31
Sunday  Second Sunday of Easter

April 9-15
Monday  Acts 3:12-19
Tuesday  Psalm 4:1-3
Wednesday  Psalm 4:4-8
Thursday  1 John 3:1-3
Friday  1 John 3:4-7
Saturday  Luke 24:36-48
Sunday  Third Sunday of Easter

April 16-22
Monday  Acts 4:5-12
Tuesday  Psalm 23:1-4
Wednesday  Psalm 23:5-6
Thursday  1 John 3:16-18
Friday  1 John 3:19-24
Saturday  John 10:11-18
Sunday  Fourth Sunday of Easter
 
April 23-29
Monday  Acts 8:26-31
Tuesday  Acts 8:32-40
Wednesday  Psalm 22:25-31
Thursday  1 John 4:7-16
Friday  1 John 4:17-21
Saturday  John 15:1-8
Sunday  Fifth Sunday of Easter

April 30
Monday  Acts 10:44-48

At Home With the Word
Sunday Lectionary as Daily Bible Readings

I am writing to you from that in-between space we enter into at the end of Lent when Holy Week is on the horizon. I have 
listened afresh to what made Jesus’ heart beat with an eye toward what should make mine. I am bracing myself for Holy 
Week and the deep dive into the suffering that Jesus endured: protest born of a passion for justice that falls on deaf ears, 
recognition that the powerful will not yield to reason or compassion, personal betrayal at the hands of those you love 
and trusted, physical suffering, horrific violence, painful death. Each year we walk this road to see again the love of God 
poured out for the suffering of the world. We watch as Jesus puts his body on the line for the vision God has for this world.  
And as we gather on Easter morning, we come with an eagerness to turn toward the light again; to be lifted up and to set 
our sights on new life and on hope and on the power of resurrection.

One way we do this, is to keep putting our bodies on the line for the vision God has for the world. Where can you be a sign 
of hope or new life for someone who is suffering? This doesn’t have to be a life altering commitment – although it could 
be! It can be something small and simple….an invitation to coffee for someone you know is lonely, tapping your network 
to point someone toward a job, saying “yes” to that invitation to join a group that is moving the needle toward justice in 
this community. 

For me, it is equipping myself to get into ACTION around racial equity work in this community. I’ll be at the White Privilege 
Conference April 4-7 and have been working with Rev. Denise Kingdom-Grier to bring one of those speakers, Paul Kivel, 
to Holland the following week. If you can’t make the conference, or even if you can, plan to join us for his lecture and all-
day training that you can read about on pg. 6. 

Then in May – most likely on the morning of May 19 - Pastor Denise will be offering a follow-up for those of us who want 
to take our education into the realm of action. It can feel like we are never going to make any real progress on this front. 
But I believe in the power of resurrection. God’s Spirit is always and everywhere at work making all things new. I want to 
be part of that. I know you do too. Eastertide is coming – I am eager for it.

Peace, 
Pastor Jill
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Caring for Creation: An Invitation
Peter Boogaart, Caring for Creation Co-coordinator

Every parent has heard this at one 
time or another—"I don’t care and you 
can’t make me!” Frustrating, eh? —
especially for young parents.  Those of 
us who now sit across the table from 
adult children remember those days 
with a bit of nostalgia.  The resistance 
isn’t all bad; children need to develop 
a sense of themselves and where 
they fit in the fabric of life. They need 
more space as they mature.  Seeds are 
supposed to grow and well-grounded 
adult children are a blessing. 

Parents, of course, do have a certain 
amount of power: “Oh yes, I can make 
you ….”  But power has its limits.  That 
defiant little imp told the truth; you 
can’t make him/her care. Caring is 
something else: not obedience, but a 
choice.

The caring concept is a component 
of our earliest scriptures.  Humanity 
was created from the dust of the earth 
and placed in the garden to care for 
it. Perhaps in this caring there was 
already a hint of disobedience, or at 
least the potential. 

The Caring for Creation Ministry has to 
struggle with this conundrum.  There 
are a lot of environmental issues 
about which we should care:  climate 
change, toxic waste, urban sprawl, air 
pollution.  There’s plenty of analysis 
too about why we don’t seem to care.  
Richard Louv, for one, has coined 
the term nature deficit disorder.  The 
notion is that absence of outdoor 
experience produces deficient 
personal and spiritual formation. If we 
really are created from the dust of the 
earth, then separation from nature 
is separation from one’s own true 
identity. 

So, at the Caring for Creation 
Ministry we can’t make you care; 
but we can invite you.  Join us in our 
scheduled outdoor activities—there’s 
a wildflower walk scheduled for April 
29th.  Join us in the disciplines of 
simpler living; but be advised, simple 
living isn’t necessarily easy living; what 
the Bible calls joy comes from the 
doing, not the getting.  And finally, join 
us in speaking out. We are not doomed 
to failure; God is at work re-creating 
the earth and we have been invited 
to participate. Just as God spoke the 
original earth into existence, the new 
world will be spoken into existence 
and you have some of the words. So, 
where needed, speak out if you care.   

The leadership for the Caring for 
Creation ministry this year has a 
“trinitarian” format. If you have 
questions or ideas, contact Avril Wiers, 
Josh Bochniak, or Peter Boogaart. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Easter
8:30 am Early Worship
9:40 am Easter Brunch
9:40 am Chancel Choir
10:45 am Nursery
11 am Worship, Jill Russell, preaching  
11:15 am Children in Worship

2
Hope Church 
Office Closed
5 pm Executive 
Committee
7 pm 
Community

3 4
6:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast
9:30 am Circle 1
9:30 am Circle 2
6:15 pm Carillon     
Choir 
7 pm Chancel Choir

5   
2-4 pm Hope 
Church Nurse
7 pm 
Volleyball 
(FUMC Gym)

6 7
9 am - 
12 pm 
Spring 
Clean 
up of 
Gardens

8  
8:30 am Early Worship
9:40 am Church School (children, adults)
9:40 am Chancel Choir
10:45 am Nursery
11 am Worship, QiaoQiao Chen, preaching  
11:15 am Children in Worship

9
11 am REST 
Support Group
6:30 pm New 
Member 
Meeting with 
Elders
7:45 pm 
Consistory 

10
10:30 am  
Coffee at 
Resthaven 
40th St.

11
6:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast
7:35 am Discerning 
our Future 
6:15 pm Carillon 
Choir 
7 pm Circle 4

12
2-4 pm Hope 
Church Nurse
7 pm 
Volleyball 
(FUMC Gym)

13
9 am-
3 pm 
Paul 
Kivel 
Event

14

15
8:30 am Early Worship
9:40 am Church School (children, adults)
9:40 am High Hopes Unshowered
9:40 am Chancel Choir
10:45 am Nursery
11 am Worship, Communion 
              Gordon Wiersma, preaching  
11:15 am Children in Worship
11:15 am 6th & 7th Grade Sunday School
12:15 pm Blood Pressure Clinic
6 pm Fish Club Tank Time

16
4 pm Outreach 
& Hospitality
6:30 pm 
Christian 
Education
6:45 pm 
Congregational 
Care
7:30 pm 
Reconciliation

17
10 am 
Commun-
ications

18 
6:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast
12 pm Building & 
Grounds
1 pm Readers 
6:15 pm Carillon 
Choir 
7 pm Chancel Choir
7 pm Anna 
Redsand Book 
Event

19
2-4 pm Hope 
Church Nurse  
6 pm Brim 
Bunch
7 pm 
Volleyball 
(FUMC Gym)

20 21
5 pm 
Think 
Hope 
Auction

22
8:30 am Early Worship
9:40 am Church School (children, adults)
9:40 am Parenting Class
9:40 am Chancel Choir
10:45 am Nursery
11 am Worship, Beth Carroll, preaching  
11:15 am Children in Worship
12:15 pm New Member Reception
12:30 pm Congregational Meeting
6 pm High Hopes Unplugged

23
11 am REST 
Support Group
6:30 pm 
Personnel
7:00 pm 
Worship, 
Prayer & 
Spirituality

24 25
6:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast
6:15 pm Carillon 
Choir 

26
9:30 am 
Newsletter 
Assembly
2-4 pm Hope 
Church Nurse  
7 pm 
Volleyball 
(FUMC Gym)

27 28

29
8:30 am Early Worship
9:40 am Church School (children, adults)
9:40 am Parenting Class
9:40 am Chancel Choir
10:45 am Nursery
11 am Worship, Jill Russell, preaching  
11:15 am Children in Worship
11:15 am 6th & 7th Grade Sunday School
12:15 pm Pizza Sunday
12:30 pm Caring for Creation
12:45 pm Joint Youth Skyzone Event

30     

Diners Club 
Weekend
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